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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on April 4, 2005, 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 8-14 are elected for consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bhagavath et al (hereinafter Bhagavath), U.S. Patent No. 6,505,169. 

Regarding to claims 8 and 10, Bhagavath discloses a system for distributing 
digital content comprising: 

means for collecting advertising content to be attached to music/video content 
including recorded digital data of music/video (column 1, lines 21-26, content media 
includes audio and video data; column 3, lines 28-32, the Streaming Media Cache 
Server 121 stores a copy of the program content package); 

means for combining said music/video content with said collected advertising 
content to produce music/video content with advertisement so that the advertisement is 
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reproduced before, after, or during the performance of the music/video (column 4, lines 
23-29, the AD Manager 127 inserts ads into the content); and 

means for publishing on the Internet said music/video content with advertisement 
produced by said content combining means (column 5, lines 65-67, the HTTP Proxy 
123 forwards the streaming content to the requesting customer computers 107). 

Regarding to claims 9 and 1 1 , Bhagavath further discloses wherein said 
collecting means comprises means for specifying at least an insertion position of said 
advertisement to be attached to said music/video and a length of said advertisement as 
conditions for attaching said advertising content to said music/video content (figure 10 
and column 6, lines 43-48, the position and duration when ads may be inserted into to 
media stream). 

5. Claims 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wolfe et al (hereinafter Wolfe), U.S. Patent No. 5,931 ,901 . 

Regarding to claim 12, Wolfe discloses a method for distributing digital content 
through a communication network, comprising the steps of: 

collecting advertising content to be attached to digital content to be distributed 
under the condition of payment to a provider of said digital content (column 4, lines 7- 
1 1, the database 26 stores the advertisement content; column 6, lines 13-18, the 
advertising messages are appended to the music; column 5, lines 33-35, calculating 
royalty fee payable to the owners of the music); 

combining said digital content with said collected advertising content; and 
publishing on said communication network said digital content to which said advertising 
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content is attached (column 3, lines 48-60, the music being transmitted over the Internet 
to the subscribers is bundled with targeted advertising material in the form of audio 
messages). 

Regarding to claim 14, Wolfe further discloses wherein said publishing step 
comprises the steps of: 

accepting through said communication network a request for sending said digital 
content (column 6, lines 20-25); and 

sending said digital content to an information processing terminal issuing said 
request without charging (column 1, lines 50-55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bhagavath et al (hereinafter Bhagavath), U.S. Patent No. 6,505,169. 

Regarding to claim 1, Bhagavath discloses a network system comprising: 
a content providing terminal for use by a digital content provider (figure 1 and 

column 3, lines 7-10, the program content supplied by the Streaming Multimedia Server 

101); 
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an advertisement providing terminal for use by a provider of advertising content 
to be attached to the digital content provided by said contend providing terminal (figure 
1 and column 4, lines 41 -45, the Ad Server 111); and 

a server connected with said content providing terminal and said advertisement 
providing terminal through the Internet for receiving said digital content from said 
content providing terminal, collecting said advertising content to be attached to the 
received digital content from said advertisement providing terminal (figure 1 and column 
3, lines 15-27, the HTTP Proxy Server 123 connected to the Streaming Multimedia 
Server 101 and the Ad Server 1 1 1 through the Internet for receiving program content 
and advertisement content), and publishing on the Internet the digital content with 
advertisement produced by combining said digital content with said advertising content 
(column 5, lines 65-67, the HTTP Proxy 123 server forwards the streaming content to 
requesting customer computers 107). 

Bhagavath does not disclose a server providing information to the provider of 
said digital content and the provider of said advertising content for making a contract 
between the provider of said digital content and the provider of said advertising content, 
said information including a condition with regard to payment to the provider of said 
digital content. However, such features are well known in the art of inserting an 
advertisement into a program content. For example, the advertisers prefer to place an 
advertisement into a program content in order encourage the consumers to purchase 
their products or services to maximize their profit (e.g. movies, television shows, web 
pages, etc. contain advertisements is well known in the art), in order to do so, the 
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advertiser must have contract agreement with the content provider to allow the 
advertisement inserted into the content provider's program, the advertiser usually pays 
the content provider a fee for the contract. Moreover, the conventional Internet provides 
more convenient and time consuming for the users to access the web servers to buy 
and sell products or services. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Bhagavath's to 
adopt the well known features above for the purpose of providing more convenient for 
the content provider and the advertiser to establish a contract over the Internet in order 
to maximize the profit for both content provider and advertiser. 

Regarding to claim 2, Bhagavath does not disclose where said content providing 
terminal, said advertisement providing terminal, and said sewer communicate with each 
other by using a secure communication protocol. However, communicating using a 
secure communication protocol is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Bhagavath's to adopt the well known feature above for the purpose of improving the 
security in communication over the network. 

Regarding to claim 3, Bhagavath discloses a network system comprising: 
a content providing terminal for use by a digital content provider (figure 1 and 
column 3, lines 7-10, the program content supplied by the Streaming Multimedia Server 
101); 

an advertisement providing terminal for use by a provider of advertising content 
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to be attached to the digital content provided by said content providing terminal (figure 1 
and column 4, lines 41-45, the Ad Server 111); 

a first server connected with said content providing terminal and said 
advertisement providing terminal through a communication network for receiving said 
digital content from said content providing terminal, and collecting said advertising 
content to be attached to the received digital content from said advertisement providing 
terminal (figure 1 and column 3, lines 15-27, the HTTP Proxy Server 123 connected to 
the Streaming Multimedia Server 101 and the Ad Server 1 1 1 through the Internet for 
receiving program content and advertisement content); and 

a second server for storing the digital content with advisement produced by 
combining said digital content received by said first server with said advertising content 
collected for attachment to said digital content (figure 1 and column 3, lines 29-35, the 
Streaming Media Cache Server 121 stores a copy of the program content package); the 
first server for publishing on the Internet the digital content with advisement produced by 
combining said digital content with said advertising content collected for attachment to 
said digital content (column 5, lines 65-67, the HTTP Proxy 123 server forwards the 
streaming content to requesting customer computers 107); 

wherein the provider of said digital content and the provider of said advertising 
content establish a time condition in the collection of said advertising content, said time 
condition limiting a time period during which said digital content with said advertising 
content attached thereto may be published (figure 10, see "time" and "duration"), and 
publishes said digital content with advisement in accordance with said time condition at 
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the first server (column 5, lines 65-67, the HTTP Proxy 123 server forwards the 
streaming content to requesting customer computers 107). 

Bhagavath does not disclose the provider of said digital content and the provider 
of said advertising content establish a time condition at said first server. However, such 
feature is well known in the art. For example, the conventional Internet provides more 
convenient and time consuming for the users to access the web servers to buy and sell 
products or services. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Bhagavath's to adopt the well 
known features above for the purpose of providing more convenient for the content 
provider and the advertiser to establish a contract over the Internet. Moreover, 
Bhagavath discloses publishes said digital content with advisement in accordance with 
said time condition at the first server, instead of at the second server. However, the first 
server and the second server are included within the Point of Presence (POP) (see 
figure 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Bhagavath's to satisfy the desired choice in 
the claimed invention. 

Regarding to claim 4, Bhagavath does not disclose wherein the provider of said 
digital content and the provider of said advertising content further establish, in the 
collection of said advertising content at said first server, a condition with regard to 
payment to the provider of said digital content from the provider of said advertising 
content. However, such feature is well known in the art. For example, the advertisers 
prefer to place an advertisement into a program content in order encourage the 
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consumers to purchase their products or services to maximize their profit (e.g. movies, 
television shows, web pages, etc. contain advertisements is well known in the art), in 
order to do so, the advertiser must have contract agreement with the content provider to 
allow the advertisement inserted into the content provider's program, the advertiser 
usually pays the content provider a fee for the contract. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Bhagavath's to adopt the well known features above for the purpose of maximizing the 
profit for both the content provider and the advertiser. 

Regarding to claim 5, Bhagavath further discloses wherein said first server and 
said second server are configured by the same hardware (figure 1 , the Streaming 
Multimedia Server 101 and the Streaming Media Cache Server 121 both included in the 
Point of Service). 

8. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wolfe et 
al (hereinafter Wolfe), U.S. Patent No. 5,931,901. 

Regarding to claim 1 3, Wolfe further discloses wherein said collecting step 
comprises the steps of: 

specifying advisement attaching conditions for said digital content to be 
distributed, said conditions including at least a time condition for limiting a time period 
during which said digital content with the advertisement is published (column 5, lines 
40-44, the total advertising air time) and a positional condition for specifying a position 
in said digital content where said advertisement is inserted (column 6, lines 33-40, the 
advertiser's message may be appended as a leader or header thereof, along with a 
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generic or music specific voice over, or may be appended at the end of the piece of 
music); and 

wherein said publishing step publishes said digital content in accordance with 
said time condition included in said advertisement attaching conditions (column 3, lines 
48-60, the music being transmitted over the Internet to the subscribers is bundled with 
targeted advertising material in the form of audio messages). 

Wolfe does not disclose showing said digital content and said advertisement 
attaching conditions for said digital content to advertising content providers. However, 
such feature is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Wolfe's to adopt the 
well known feature above for the purpose of enabling the advertiser to verify the 
information before publishing, thus the advertiser can have the opportunity to modify or 
make any corrections regarding to the advertisement. 



Conclusion 

9. Claims 1-5 and 8-14 are rejected. 

10. The prior arts made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Angles et al. (US 6,358,592) disclose system and method for delivering 
customized advertisements within interactive communication systems. 

Cottingham (Us 6,339,761) discloses an Internet service provider advertising 
system. 
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Brandt et al. (US 6,701,355) disclose system and method for dynamically 
substituting broadcast material and targeting to specific audiences. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

1 2. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571 ) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 401 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 
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Nga B. Nguyen , 
June^, 2005 " 



